
Second Reading – Revelation 4 

4 After this I looked, and there before me was a 

door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had 

first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, 

“Come up here, and I will show you what must take 

place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and 

there before me was a throne in heaven with 

someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there 

had the appearance of jasper and ruby. A rainbow 

that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 

4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other 

thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four 

elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns 

of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came 

flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of 

thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were 

blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also in 

front of the throne there was what looked like a 

sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the centre, around 

the throne, were four living creatures, and they 

were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The 

first living creature was like a lion, the second was 

like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the 

fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the four 

living creatures had six wings and was covered with 

eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and 

night they never stop saying: “‘Holy, holy, holy is 

the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to 

come.” 9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, 

honour and thanks to him who sits on the throne 

and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four 

elders fall down before him who sits on the throne 

and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They 

lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 “You 

are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 

honour and power, for you created all things, and 

by your will they were created and have their 

being.” 

Gospel – Luke 8: 22-35 

22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go 

over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into 

a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. 

A squall came down on the lake, so that the boat 

was being swamped, and they were in great 

danger. 24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, 

“Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” He got up 

and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the 

storm subsided, and all was calm. 25 “Where is your 

faith?” he asked his disciples. In fear and 

amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? 

He commands even the winds and the water, and 

they obey him.” 26 They sailed to the region of the 

Gerasenes, which is across the lake from Galilee. 
27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a 

demon-possessed man from the town. For a long 

time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a 

house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 When he saw 

Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at 

the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, 

Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t 

torture me!” 29 For Jesus had commanded the 

impure spirit to come out of the man. Many times 

it had seized him, and though he was chained hand 

and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his 

chains and had been driven by the demon into 

solitary places. 30 Jesus asked him, “What is your 

name?” “Legion,” he replied, because many 

demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged 

Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the 

Abyss. 32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on 

the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them 

go into the pigs, and he gave them 

permission.33 When the demons came out of the 

man, they went into the pigs, and the herd rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and was 

drowned. 34 When those tending the pigs saw what 

had happened, they ran off and reported this in the 

town and countryside, 35 and the people went out 

to see what had happened. When they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons 

had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in 

his right mind; and they were afraid. 


